Arcuri Secures Over $200,000 for SUNY Cortland

Washington, DC -- U.S. Rep. Michael A. Arcuri (D-Utica) announced today that he secured
$247,000 in congressionally-directed funding for a model leadership program at SUNY Cortland
to help keep young people in the region after graduation and train community leaders. These
funds were included in a fiscal year 2009 funding bill, which passed the House of
Representatives yesterday.

“The next generation is the key to our success as a region and anything we can do to keep our
young people here and engaged in the community is critically important,” Arcuri said. “The
community leaders program at SUNY Cortland will help to build the next generation of business
and civic leaders. | am proud to see these funds return to Cortland to help keep our young
people here in Upstate and prepare them for success. Our outstanding local colleges and
universalities are our region’s most valuable asset. ”

“The project builds upon our strong community/college partnership model that has developed
over a 10-year period,” explained SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum. “Through
our existing Institute for Civic Engagement and our Main Street SUNY Cortland downtown
outreach facility, student leaders will be exposed to ideas, debates, research and
problem-solving strategies to lead community revitalization efforts both in the Cortland
community as students and in their own New York communities after their graduation.”

To further enhance the City of Cortland’s downtown revitalization efforts, SUNY students will
work with the City and the Manager of Cortland’s Downtown Partnership to immediately help
with special projects, such as creating displays for empty store fronts, completing an inventory
of downtown space for business development, and working with Geographic Information
Systems to map the history of historic buildings on Main Street.

Arcuri secured $247,000 for SUNY Cortland for the “Building Community Leaders” civic
engagement and leadership project. Funds will be used to establish a model demonstration
project of academic programs in civic engagement and leadership that will address community
needs and motivate young people to remain in New York State after graduation. SUNY Cortland
students will be impacted through credit-bearing coursework or community problem-solving
experiences.

The funds secured by Arcuri are included in the fiscal year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act,
which now heads to the Senate.
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